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them. The whole was fastened together by
some gummy substance and became under
the process a long, tough, smooth mat which
could be rolled up or opened at convenience.
The writing materials were a reed pen and an
ink made of animal charcoal and oil. Thou-
sands of these papyri or papyrus rolls still
exist. Many of them were found in the ruins
of Hereulaneum, but their contents, so far as
deciphered, have been of only moderate
value. Papyrus was used in Europe till the
Middle Ages and was an important export
from Egypt. See book; manuscripts;
paper.
PARA, pdh rati, or BE'LEM, brazil, cap-
ital of the province of Para, and one of the
greatest rubber markets of the world, is sit-
uated on the right bank of the estuary of the
Para Kiver, eighty-five miles from the At-
lantic Ocean. The principal buildings are the
governor's palace, a cathedral and a bishop's
palace. There are in the city a lyceum, a
seminary, a public library, a botanical gar-
den and a museum. Para has unusually at-
tractive buildings and homes and is one of the
most delightful cities in South America. The
port, defended by forts, admits vessels of
large size. The principal exports of the city
are cacao, rubber, Brazil nuts, isinglass, rice
and drugs. Other exports are numerous.
Population, 1930, 280,000.
PAR'ABLE, a short fictitious narrative,
founded on incidents and facts of eyery-day
life, intended to convey a moral or spiritual
truth. The Bible contains numerous para-
bles, which, by reason of their directness and
close relation to the lives of the hearers, sur-
pass all others that have been written. One
of the best known of those in the Old Testa-
ment is the story of the ewe lamb, told by
Nathan to David; among those in the New
Testament are the parables of the sower, the
tares, the mustard seed, the good Samaritan,
the prodigal son, the rich man and Lazarus,
the ten virgins and the talents.
PARACELSUS, pairasel'sus (1493-1541),
a German physician, born and educated in
Switzerland. After studying chemistry and
medicine in the University of Basel and al-
chemy under the famous bishop of "Wiirz-
burg, he traveled from place to place, practic-
ing irregularly and gaining a reputation for
Ms cures. Prom 1526 to 1528 he lectured at
the University of Basel, and was in the latter
year expelled because of drunkenness and
other disorderly behavior. It is said lihat
 after he had wandered about Europe for
several years he was thrown from a window
in Salzburg by the servants of a physician
to whom he had given offense, and that he
died of the fall. Paracelsus did much to ex-
plode certain fallacies in medicine, and he laid
the foundation for the practice of curing dis-
ease by specific remedies. He is one of the
classic examples in history of unbalanced
genius.
PARACHUTE, pairashoof, in its sim-
plest form an apparatus of umbrella shape
and construction, usually about twenty feet in
diameter, attached to balloons or airships, by
means of which the aeronaut, or aviator,
may descend slowly from a great height.
As developed in modern usage, the para-
chute is made of untreated silk, which does
not crease readily. When spread open, it is
about 24 feet in diameter. The shroud lines,
attached to its outer edges, are gathered and
fixed to the "harness" worn by the aviator.
The standard method of using the parachute
is for the jumper to clear the aircraft at any
point, free of obstruction, that is convenient.
After falling clear and within the first few
seconds of his descent, he gives a sharp pull
-at the rip cord which releases the parachute
from its ease. Sometimes a smaller "pilot
chute'7 is first opened, to provide the strong
pull to open the main parachute. When there
is plenty of altitude a long "free fall" is not
considered dangerous. The percentage of
casualties in recent years is very small. See
balloon.
PARADISE LOST, an epic poem by John
Milton, founded on the Biblical story of the
fall of man. It opens with the sufferings of
Satan and his crew after their expulsion from
heaven. Satan tells his workers of the crea-
tion of man; and he calls a council to plan a
way to bring about man's undoing. The coun-
cil meets in Pandemonium Hall, and there it
is decided that Satan shall ga himself to the
newly-created world. The Almighty foresees
the fall and, with His Son, plans for man's
redemption. Meanwhile Satan has entered
the orb of the sun, and has there learned the
route to the new -world. On entering the
Garden of Eden he hears Adam and Eve
talking of the forbidden fruit. The Angel
Raphael is sent from heaven to tell Adam
about Satan and tc warn him of his danger.
After the angel had departed Satan enters
into a serpent and, seeing Eve alone, speaks
to her. Eve's astonishment at hearing the

